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PSALM LY. ver. 18. 


In the Evening and Morning, and 
at Noon-day will I pray, and that 

' inſtantly, and he ſhall hear my 
Voice. ; 


ough all Scripture be written by 
piration of God (s) , and. every, , tim ;.16 
part of it is uſeful upon ſome Occa- 
ſions, the Book of Pſalms is uſeful 
for all Men in all Ms EH and _ 
| 3 a 


FF þ:Chron.s.13. 


_ (2) 


# 
* * 
: % 


- "43 he Sacred ks, 15true of this one, It i 
42 profitable for Deftrine and Reproef , for Corre- 
gr ion an tx in Rig reouſmeſs ; for it 


li- cofitains Pr "Y XY Pirecions 
» Ambroſ. and go Faiſes and Cor 
finÞla. 1:tons: The che Hed du rw had,ai 


the modern Proves wh. moſt of their Forms 
of Prayer from thence (c). The Abaſſino 


- chap. 9.3. & Chriſta this Ukyi hk no wher 
32021. Book-forthdirttfily Offices blithe Book of 


chap. 20.21. 
Buxt.Synogoga _ 2s 2 late 'Writer informs us (4d), 


ap. 5 "ag, Th tive Chriſtians _ them 1o of- 
#thiop. L 2. c. (Cl in ns Vyge 
et LO DS6. 8 


o Tas Fe 


e Baſil. Tom. I. And our Church Array £ Yhould be fo 
Pag-126. B.” now; and orders. them to be: read over 
Once "_y Month, that © eng macs famili- 


ar to us, we miuy'inall ike bb icy 
Forms to Pray. £9 6 God: and- praiſe tus 
$ Name; © 


_ * This Pſolzs is thought by Rab. David ta 
have been compaled: at the time of Abſo- 
ge low's Rebellion,” when the inſpired Penman 
was in extreme danger, both by. the, Ma- 
f Very. lice of his open Enemies (f'), and the 
£ Yerſ14,15, Treachery o = revonnng Friends and 
S, he complains eſpecially of Achirophe a 
had cat at his Table, Ar walked with hirm 
tathe Tempte, with whom /he had gan- 
verſed | a3 x Companion , ' en whom he 
had"rchied as 2 Guide, 


þ £. 


aſions{) ; So that what is ſaid of all 


and to whom he hat #4 
dif- 


— _—_——_—————— 
. 


fend him (F). So For: 
. Account of the Saha whick i 


HD THR OTE Y'O 


(3) X 
doubted not but pe 


diſcovered his Secrets riand (6b)... Hah) 
for their fpite and falſhood, and accor 
ly he OE to foretell their rujne (7, gh 


ore leaying them to the righteags parrici 
he World's his only care is to fecyre Fomen.tok 
felf by Touuege uh Poryons Dao oh vr 


God who was both able g..to de» 
are an.* Verſ17,16 


$.by 


. I 
ſolved to take for. hisown BR 0s of . 
danger and diftreſs; his purpole was £O pray, 
in the rg Mo ring, and at Nao 
heard and help al the 4s Jutic Fa 
not more pious + it was incgekiul , ior 
within a þ wi time hs. Enemies weee. ds  - - ----: 
feated, and he reſtored to his former Peace -1- - 
and Proſperity : Wherefore from hence: 
may learn theſe four Teaſonable a 


ons concerning Prayer. ee rn nt 4 
Firſt, The great need oy I yg | : 
M- 


efoecialty in time 'of © trouble. , Sc 

The frequency of 'our. co 

Thirdly, he fervency to be ex 

ir Fourthly, The beneficw$' "Y. _ 
y.it. 


Firſt, We will canſder what great ad 
we have to pray : When holy Daw had 


deſcribed his Dangerihe praying 


IBN} 


"ts 18 0u pw always, becauſe 
Wavy 1 wg « Heave mimands it, but it is 
_—_ = wa alſ&.in” 6ur eroubles, .becauſe 
2: "thejrwe do extremely need it: If we do not 
"= God can help us , we are Athe- 

iſts;; and if we do believe thjs, and yet will 


a3tr.1 ths”, 
Lin gar dift trels,, wg arg "oe 
F5 por Papal -who all. c 
& Japab 1: 5. pe re Deke iti Jonab's ftort oy 
En” *- x omm ipotent and gracious God, 
4 oat oy, perrefc indigent. and . neceflitous 


Et to make requefts to him, but 


em 'to ask of bim; and thereby 

fro. m1; afſutance' he intends to grant 

# Marth. 7.7. their Peticiohs ( n). - Onewould, think there 
—_— " 3-6- would neett no other Argaments to 'niove 
quod petus ? rem embrace the your, bur the ot 


| Aug. de Verb. his Metcy and their own Neceſlities; at- 
© F"8— Doms. ter thisto Pins any opportunity , is to 'de- 
ME 8: ins ik Vine Con 6{cenſion,. and looks as 
} oy, 


at it is Ack of the very wort 
| Ve net That they have not chled #p- 
p P(41-14-4; - Gog (0) Prayer is the means to ' kee 
from bs '&vil, and'to procure for us. all 
io + is good ; it is the way to gain affiſtance 
proregtion., pardon. and pane, race 
2nd re i keeps us-ia health, .reſtg; 
+ cknols, re Bevey ts in poverty a 
1 i '® pg us in Plenty ; it frfakes is ef 
7 | an 


5 Oi we ha no need of God's afli- 


y, and Faith, Ar for me 1 Y 
pe pars the Lord ſhall ſave' 


| 


I os OE I wc t/a 1 ti 
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"Y 
and fafe, cauſing us to live yo tody$4.7 
happily,and providing for us all that is need- ©Y 
ful, either for our Souls or Bodies, and all : 
that we can wiſh in this World or the next. 
Wherefore we are not only difobedient to 

- butunkind to our ſelves, if we do at 
any time omitir. Though at preſent we have 
health and wealth, peace and plenty, theſe 
bleflings are naturally fading and uncertain, 
they will ſoon deſert us, if the ſame Provi- 
dence which gave them be not follicited to 
continue them: Or if we could retain 
theſe things without Prayer, we ſhould bur 
keep them to our hurt without the Divine 

race and blefling , for an unfan&ified Pro- 
perity is the bane of Virtue (p), and we are } Prov.r.32. 
leſs able ftill ro bear up under AMidions Nevercs fiqui- 
without Prayer,for then we need more than ot hints 
ordinary comfort and afſiſtance,counſel and j, a os. 
ſtrength ; ſo char whereas good. men will licrar. 
pray 1n all eſtares, the very worſt will not 
omut it whenthey are pinched with Necefli- 

ties; they who impiouſly blaſpheme God's 

Name at othertimes, will call upon it then 

(4),though ſuch as have been wont to neglect 4 Foie. 5.15. 
and defviſs Heaven in proſperity, and to 

deny God, the requeſts be made them for 

their own good, in their Sin-ſhine days, 

Theſe deſerye tobe neglected. and deſpited 

by God when a Storm drives them to him 

for ſhelter, becauſe it is not AﬀeRion, but 

dire Neceflity that forces them” to this = 

u 
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£35a3g.10.14- uſual remedy (r). The Wiſe man adviſeth 
i; Fro vapour Us To hononr the Phyſician before we have need of 


ge Lo bim (s); and for the ſame reaſon we ought 


br = bi quod tO Terve God ay 111th conſtantly and de- 


defiderat vale voutly in our Felicity, and then we may 
negari. Petr. with a b2tter grace come into his Preſence 
when Trouble ſeizeson us, and may expect 
-* a kinder Recgptioa (4). Net if we have 
exltes ad foi Den negligent in former time, we muſt re- 
geiſque Dees, pent of that Impicty, and be more conſtant 
Ovid de Pot. and devout in our Addrelles for the fucure , 
L3. unto that God, who giveth to all men libe- 
s Janes r. rally and uphraideth no man(®), becaule his 
compaſlions incline him rather to conſider 
our neceſſities than our deſervings: $0 that 
we muſt by no means omit to pray in our 
Afii&ions,for then we are molt fic to pray, 
and he is moſt likely to hear us; our Minds 
are then weaned from the World, and fixed 
upon Heaven; our - Hearts are tender, our 
Souls humble, and. our Aﬀe&ions moſt viga 
rous : And the Father of Mercies, the God 
of all Comforts, hath then a fit occaton to 
exprels his Infinite pity to his ſuffering Szr- 
vants, who will entertain that as a double 
kindneſs, whichis done for them at {o pro- 
per a ſeaſon : If ſorrow have ſejzed on 1s, 
Prayer will bath give vent and caſe to the 
P on;. nor can there be 'any better Cure 
or our Grief, than to pour into his boſom, 
_— able and wilingro confer us :.50 

t ious Moth 
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holy Samuel, was 


tl 


(7) ""M 
no mors of a {ad Countenance,after ſhe had 
out her Complaints 'in a devout. ex 

Prayer (). If our Enemies terrifie us by w « Sam. $,18;) 

their {ecret- Deſigns or open Violences 

there js no Defence like Prayer: So that 

when David's Foes combined againſt him , 

be gave himſelf unto Prayer (x), as well know- « Plal.1og. 4, 

ing, if God were for him , none could. be 

againſt him tohurt him (z). It was not only y Rom.8.31, 

Piety buc Prudence in King Erheldred (when 

he was told, in the midſt of his Ofhce, that | 

the Daves had begun to attack his Camp) to 

reſolve not to break off his Prayers (z): For « Gul. Malmsb, 

thus he armed himſelf with the impenetra- de geſt.reg. 1.2. 

ble Armor of the Divine Prote&ion, with- <3: 

out which he had gone naked to the Field, 

though he had been armed compleatly. Ir 

was a weak deſign in DamePs Enemies, to 

fancy they could fright him from his Pray- 

ers, by making it dangerous to pray , for 

the D made him pray more earneſtly; 

it only to expoſe him to fome pe- 

rils, but it really ſecured him from all Pe- 

rils, and brought him off ſafe, while his E- 

pins 

ved for him (# le eſus prepared ,p4..c.15. 

ram wok Brut he Fey wane B 
is Devotion was the cauſe of his Agony (b); 6 Luke 22. 44; 

. the fatal Tortures of his Croſs did ———_ ae». 

him forget to pray for his Enemies. Nor 

could thoſe ſhowres of Stones which the bar- 

barous Jews threw at the ficlt Marge give 
DL TE, m 
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a Rom.8.:.8. 


. Offices will either remove theEvil, or enable 


(8) 
him from his Prayers till they took away 
his life ( cY. And when Pagan Emperors 
made it Capital to be found in a Chriſtian 
Oratory, the Houſes of Prayer were till 
full of ſuch as were above the fear of death, 
becauſe they were uncapable of being lo- 
ſers by it : And by their Prayers they were 
ſupported underthis fiery Trial while it con- 
tinued, and many of them ſurvived it, and 
lived to behold and enjoy an univerſal and 
laſting Peace. Ler rich men (if they pleaſe) 
count their Wealth their Security ; Let the 
Mighty glory intheirpower ; Let the Po- 


ular boaſt of their inconſtant Friends, and | 


ypocrites make Flattery and Lyes their 
Refuge: Our Security-is in God, and our 
Prayersare our beft Defence : If any-trouble 
fall upon us , we will go more frequently to 


our Churches, and pray more devoutlythere; 


when the World takes occaſion to quarrel | 


with us, we will make a League with Hea- 


ven. We have proper Pſalms to breath out | 


our Sorrows in; proper Leſſons to inſtruct 
and comfort us; we have 'ſutable Collects, 
and a moſt - pathetical 'Litany to follicit for | 
the Mercy we need; 'and the uſe of theſe | 


us to bear it , and make all things work to- 
gether for our good at laſt (4), even thoſe 
things of which we are'moſt affraid, will end 
in our ruin, and ſeem at-preſent the moſt 


| 


contrary to our- welfare.” Theſe rey 
[> 0 


(9) 


Reaſons in general why with holy David 
we reſolve to pray. 

vecondly, if it be enquired how often we 
ought to pray? I reply, that as to Publick 
Prayer, if we will follow the directions of 
holy Scripture, and the example of thoſe ho- 
ly Men whom we ought to imitate onearth, 
becauſg we hope to live with them in Hea- 


ven (e), we ought to pray ſolemnly three « Neſco qud 


times a day in Publick, if we live in fuch a fronte — cum 
omni bug Sant u8 


place where we can have the convenience {o 
to do ; which I will now make out from 
Sacred Writ, from Antiquity , and from 


this pious frequency in our Prayers. 
t. As to Scripture, this Text preſents us 


- with the refolution of David , who though 


he werea King, and always full of Cares, 
and engaged in weighty Atfairs, and at this 
time laboured under the difficulties of 4b/0- 
lom's Rebellion, yet he declares be would pray 
(even in theſe circumſtances) Morning, Noon, 
and Night. So alſo Daniel, though he was 
the principal Miniſter of State in the Courc 
of the greateſt Monarch then upon Earth, 
and had all the grand Atfairs ot» that vaſt. 
Empire upon his hands, and though he lived 
in the midſt of all the Luxuries of that mag- 
nificent and voluptuous Palace, yet neither 
buſineſs nor pleaſures could hinder him from 
kneeling on his Knees three times a day to 
pray to the King of Kings; yea, when a 
P new 


rebus' minimus 
non acquieſct- 
mus. Aug. de 
Temp.Ser-61. 


in eternd bea- 
titudine parte 
habere deſider a= 
Reaſon, which all agree to perſwade us to mw, quorumex- 
empla ſequt in 


& va. 


(10) 
new deviſed Law had made the forfeiture 
of his life the price of his Devotion, he fill 
f Dan.6.9,10. Went on to obſerve his hours of Prayer (f). 
To which we may add the Example of our 
famous King Alfred, who (though he was 
involved in difficult Wars, and employed in 
the diſpatch of all publick Aﬀairs, yet) re- 
ſerved cight hours out of every twenty four, 
for Reading, Writing, and Prayer, and car- 
ried the Book of Pſalms always in his boſom, 
that he might never miſs the reading-rthoſe 
appointed for the day ; and that he might 
certainly know when his hours of Prayer 
came (becauſe Clocks were not then in- 
vented ) he deviſed a Candle . with fach 
marks on it, that by the burning thereof 
he had notice of the Seaſons for | his bui- 
__ © - neſs and hisdevotion alfo, as W. of Malnſ- 
g Gul.Malmsb. bary. relates ( £) Now if theſe Per- 
de gelt. reg.  ſonages, in the midſt of their high lmploy- 
Anglid.2.©4- ments , had ſo much Piety as not to-mils 
their Solemn Offices rhree times a day, we 
whole Station is lower, and our leiftre far 
more, may bluſh at our poor Excuſes, and 
may learn,” Thar it is want of Devotion,and 
not of Time,that keeps us from being 1o fre- 
quent at: our Prayers. It is certain, that 
. the Turks, whom we call Infidels, do go 
h Bubequij E- to their Moſques five times every day wo 
pit.1-pag.19. prayers (b), and ſhall they nor riſe up. in 
nom 85- jadgment againft choſe Chriſtians who.can- 
Turec.1.p.11, 2X afford to go thiice- to God's a 
WNRENR 
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(11) 

when they have both leiſure and opportu- 
nity? The Jews of old time uſed to ob- 
forts theſe three hours of Prayer,as is plain 
trom that paſſage of Danze! , who is laid 
(after the Decree was iigned) to pray and 
give thanks three times a day , as he 4d, afore- i Dan.6.10, 
time (i) ; which ſhews that it had been al- 
ways his cuſtom - go ſo often ro his u'> 

per Room, the on ly Chappel he could have 
in fa thae idolatrous Country to pray in. And 
S. Hierom affirms the 'Third, Sixth, and 
Ninth -hours were obſerved for Sacrifices 
and Prayers in the Temple by al! the Jews 
(#): Yea, the more pious of them at this & Hieron. ap: 
day, wherever they live diſperſed, Repair Grot. in Marth. 
to their Devotions m _ Synagogues _— TI 
times aday ; that us to ſay,in the Morning fi 
San-rifing till the = honr of the = in 
the th about the Ninth he and in the 
Evening about the beginning of the Night (1). 1 Leo Modena's 
And there can be no or & why Chriftians, Hiltory of the 
who have higher Obligations, and a far ——_ _ 
better Service, ſhould ſeldomer ſerve God 
in Publick than the Jews : Eſpecially if we 
conkhder that this pious Cuftom of theirs in 
praying three times, was qonn_ by Chriſt 

his Apoſtles, and by their Example re- 


- commended to us. Our Saviour was daily 


in the Temple and in the $ &, and 
a rn td at the 

hours, becauſe then he had the great- 

oft Aſſemblies to inftrut m_ 
ait 


—__ ——— 
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(12) 
z-John 18. 20. Faith and Repentance (). The Apoſtks 
Luke 21-38. after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, were continually in 


;. » Luke 24.53. ,,. 7, emple (n) ; that is, at all. tho Solemn 


Vide Grot. in oe . 
loc. & Ham. hours of Prayer which were then obſerved : 


mond.Annot. For as to the firſt hour of Prayer, they 
were in cheir upper Room adjoyning tothe 

Temple, waiting for the promiſe of the 

Spirit, which was miraculouſly beſtowed on 

them before the third hoyr- of the day, 

s Adis 2.15, While they were at Morning Prayer (o ). 
Tertia hora ae- And that the Apoſtles were wont to pray 
mr rg conſtantly at this firſt hour of Prayer , and 
Apoſtolos. Hier. (ACCOrding to the Cuſtum of the devout 
in Dan.s, Jews) never uſed to eat or drink before 
Nine of the wan By is, till this hour of 

. Prayer was fully paſt (*), appears from St. 
* marenge Peter's Argument, who proves the Apoſtles 
#ionem corporis Could - not be drunk with Wine, as fome 
quam anime ſuppoſed, . becauſe it was yet but nine of 
RR the Clock; which would not have been a 
aput Hieron, P<cclary concluſion, if the appeal had not 
Tom.3.p.327. been to Men whoknew that theApoſtles pra- 
&ice was never to drink till the third hour 

of the day (and: conſequently the Morning 

Prayer) was over. The ſecond hour of 

Prayer was.the ſixth hour, that is in David's 

phraſe Noon, or Twelve a Clock ; and no 

doubt St. Peter was uſed to obſerve this hour 

at Feruſalem, becauſe when he was at Fop- 

| pa, he went upto the conſecrated place. an 

p Af 10.9. the Houſe top at that hour topray (p). And 
for the third hour of Prayer, or the.ninth 


hour, 


| 
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(13) 
hour, which is David's Evening, and out 
Three in the Afternoon, it is expreſfy re- 
corded that Peter and John went up to rhe 
Temple at the ninth hour, being the hour of pray- 
er (q); and Cornelizs had a Meſſage ſent q Ads 3.1. 
tiim from Heaven as he was praying at C#- 
ſarea at the ninth hour (+). All which a- rA®s 19.3 
bundantly declares that Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles, and other holy men,did obſerve thefe 
hours of prayer, and Almigtty God decla- | 
red he waspleaſed with it, in ſo remarkably | 
anſwering the Prayersthen made. 

2. We proceed to Antiquity to enquire 
whether this pious frequency did continue | 
after the Apoſtles time: And it is plain that | 
thoſe devout Ages (who took more heed 
to an Example than we do to expreſs Com- 
mands)did think themſelyes obliged to = 
the ſame hours of folemn prayer that Chri 
and his Apoſtles had uſed: For Clemens A: 
lexandrinus tells us, There are certain fixed 
hours ſet apart for ſolemn prayer , that is, .tht 
Third, the Sixth, and the Ninth hours (s). The * Clem. Alex. 
like we find in Ter:ullian, who faith, Though Somlib.77 
we be required to pray without ceaſing, yet there 
are three hours, which are not only moſ® emi- 
nent for dividing the day, and diſpatch of pub- 
lick Affairs, but alſo as being the ſolemn times 
of our prayers (t). St. Cyprian allo affirms , : Teryul, de je- 


| That the Chriſtians had learned from Daniel, jun.cap.6. 
| Oc. to keep the Third, the Sixth, and Ninth u Cyyr. exyeſ: 
Dorn 


hours, as proper for celebrating prayers (u). St: Orar.Domin, 
B Baſil 


Ys Sea, EA Sn hab 34 4 eats RATS 


w Baſil.regul. 
brev.inter.z 7; 


| x Hieron.Com. 
| in Dan.6. 


3 Idem ad Lz- 
| tomeEp.7. 


z Vita Fulgen- 
£3), page 35. 


@ Concil. S-Pa. 
tricij ap. Spelm. 
Toml. pag.5 2. 
Concil. Toler. 
primum, An. 
400. Can.s. 
Capitul. Fran- 
corum lib. 7. 
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(14) 
Baſil adviles us to obſerwe the wery ſame hours | th 
or prayer which boly men im Scripture'are re- | nr 
"fg: have uſed Fx To which may be | n 
added that of S. Hierom, who faith, The Ec- ' to 
cleſiaſtical Tradition expounds Daniel's three | we 
times a.day, to be the Third, the Sixth, and | w| 
Ninth hours, in which we kneel and pray to thi 
God (x) : And the ſame Father advileth :be |ter 
dewout Virgins to come into the Aſſemblies of |Ed 
the Faithful at the Third, Sixth, and Ninth |the 
hours, that ſo they might be conſtant in their |Ne 
Chriftian Warfare(y). It is alio related in |yay 
the life of Fulgentius a devout African Bi- |the 
ſhop, That he required his people to be thrice e- \for 
very day preſent at publick prayers (z.).By which \a& 
Teſtimonies it plainly appears, that ſo long in 
as the primitive Devotion continued , Chri- .in « 
ſtians uſed to pray thrice'a day: Afﬀterwarus in | 
(it is likely by the Peoples tlackneſs in co- no 
ming to the publick Aſſemblies) we find the onl 
Clergy were required very: ſtrictly , even to 
upon pain of Suſpenſion , to {ay their Ot the: 
fice in publick twice every day (4): And (for; 
this ſeems to, be all that was required of the inte 
Secular Clergy for ſome Ages; tor the Pray- and 
ers being” kept in the Latin Tongue, which and 
was beginning to grow out of common ule, ture 
and was underſtood by very few,the People Tor 
became very flack in coming to thole pray- ſtan 
ers which they did not underftand. And it ples 
is probable that upon this decay of Devotion, T | 
che .profefiion .of Monkery coming = ray 
EY eney | 


: 
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(15) 
urs .\ they pretended not only to.redace the old \ 
re- | primitive hours of Prayer, but 6 having 'no- 
be | thing elſe to do)they added four more hours 
Ec- ' to the former, and ſo in Monafteries there 
ree | were ſeven hours of Prayer obſerved (of | | 
nd | which the Ancients are flent,and for which | 
to \there are many myſtical Reaſons in the 1a- | 
the \ter Authors (b) ). But ſtill this was not to 6 Vide Card. 
5 of |Edification ; for the Pcople rarely came to Bona de divins 
nth \theſe hours of Prayer, and the Monks had a Palmedia © 2- | 
betr \Notion which they propagated for their ad- | 
In |vantage, That if Lay-men were liberal to | 
Bi- |the Clergy, their prayers were as etfe&tual 
e e- \for them 1n their abſence as if they had been 
ich actually preſent at them : Which Opinion | 
Ong in time- brought in the ſaying thoſe Offices 1 
hrti- .in Corners, which of old were always ſaid [ 
rus in full Afſemblics, and which were deſigned | 
co- no doubt for the People to joyn in,and not f 
the only to exerciſe the Prieſts Devotion , but 
ven to edific the whole Congregation, And 
Ot- therefore when our Church reſolved to re- 
and {forme thoſe Corruptions which had crept 
the finto Divine Offices in the ignorant Ages, | 
ray- and had, according to S: Paul's dire&tion 
ich andthe Primitive Ulage,tranſlatcd the Scrip- 
uſe, ture,-and framed Prayers in the Vulgar | 
ople fTongue, which even Lay-men could under- 
ray- ſtand : They then again required the Peo- 
d it be preſence at the publick Prayers,enjoyn- 


10n, jng Miniſters, when they are about to begin 


- Itty Prayers, to take care that a Bell be tolled a 


they Bz con- 


: 
| 


——_—_— 


Rubric con- 
cerning the 
Service of the 
Church. 


encourage their 


every day; andif we live in ſuch pla 


wc then may pbſerve the primitive hours 


.(u6) 


convenient time before Prayers begin, that thence | 
0 


People may come to. bear God's Word ,, and ! 
pre] with bim (c); for we do not: think thqhave 
rieſts praying for the _ doth excuſdd as 
ſuch of them as have health and kiſurqhe.\ 
from coming to pray for themſelves, andpaſs o 
they are unworthy of the blefling of Engyo Ni 
liſh Prayers, and ungrateful for this excel 
lent piece of Reformation, who do n 
come and joyn with their Miniſter as ofte 
as they can. If it: be objeted, Thas th 
aforeſaid Rubric only enjoyns the Minifte 
to ſay Morning andEvening Prayer, that 15 
to pray only twice in publick. I anſwe 
this Rubric was tobe general: And in Countport| 
ery Towns and Villages this is as often asa+ple ; 
ny Prieſt can hope to get a CongregationtoGod 
Joyn with him, Coca the People of thoſe/ing. 
ow generally work abroad in the Fieldg- 3. 
or a great part of the. year, and in thoſ@Mot 
Places ic wer? very well if the people would; nion 
Miniſter to have Prayergto t! 

twice a-«day, they might then ſupply the proc 
third hour by their private Devotions : ' Bud dera 
ingreat .Cities and at Cathedrals, where] to 4 
there are many perſons always at leiſure to mot 
attend Prayers , there either the local Sta Reli 
tutes of thoſe places, or the Devotion of the] Salv 
Clergy, or the Bounty of ſome pious EXP 
faors, hath provided Prayers three times mol 


(17) 
f Prayer: Only by reaſon of the differ” 
t thence between them and us as to our Cli” 
ate, and our timeSof publick Meals ; we 
ave a lictle varied the particular time, yet 
cuſqo as our firſt hour of Prayer is at Six in 
ſurqhes. Morning, which falls within the com- 


o Nine) ;.our ſecond hour of prayer at 
enof the Clock, falls within their Sixth 
our (which was from Nine to.Twelve ); 
our third hour of Prayer is removed to 
our a Clock (ſomething after their Ninth 


n Evening Prayer. And thus we ie what 
re our Church hath taken to give us op- 
urportunities to imitate holy David's Exam- 
Sa4ple ; ſo that we may, if we pleaſe, pray to 
ntoGod inſtantly, Morning, Noon, and Even- 
ofcling. 

dg 3. We will produce ſome Reaſons and 
of Morives to perſwade thoſe of our Commu- 
nion to pray three times a day, according 
to the Examples and Authorities alread 
produced : And we ſhall reduce our Con(i- 
derations to theſe five Heads: Firft; It tends 
tothe Glory -of God. Secondly, It pro- 
motes the Honour and Intereſt of our holy 


4 Religion. -Thirdly,It ſets forward our own 
Salvation. -- Fourthly, The Charch | may 
expe it, Fifthly, It is very poſlible for 
melt of us toperform it. | 


B3 I. This 


a oFrthe Ancients third hour (from Six 


r) that it'may be more properly called 


c 1 Cor, 10.31. 
d Prev. 14-28. 


een eee ee ee ene eee 
—  ———— 
* 


19, 20. 


(18) 
1. This frequent coming to publick __ I 
ers doth. evidently. tend to the Glory of of 
God, at which we ought to aim in all our thi 
Actions (c). 'It is Solomon's abſeryation, that: 0 
in the multitude-of people is the K ings honour (a); be] 
andthe more numerous our Aftemblies are, th 
the more cyident we make it to all Mankind} bal 
that we ſervea mighty and merciful God Ex 
wihs - hath thrice a day fo many humble ho: 
guppliants kneeling at his. Footſtool , b INF 
this] we, declare that we are-.of the number! WC 
af-thoſe-Sgryants and Dependants of his who tu 
Have been. abliged by his favours, and a th 
encquragedby. his conſtant kindneſs ofter 
to come .iatehis Courts; 'whbereas our ab- Ge 
lenge fram, his Houle looks hike a renouncing! 9 
of his Seryices, and ſeems. .avif we thought) fel 
we.had 'no.need of his Providence and Mer-| 3 
cy. Perhaps we may pretend we do pray] £0 
in-privatg.; Þue that hatli not ſb plain a pod 


- 
= 
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| (19) 


oy; -Divine Bounty, the declaring whereof is orie 

ry of of the great ends of our Creation : And | 

| our this frequent coming to God's :Houſe js 

that one of thoſe good Works which 'when men 

r (a); behold , they cannot but- glorifie -our Fa- : 
; are; ther who isin Heaven (g), and it is pro- 8 Matth.s. 16, 
kind} bable-they may be wrought upcn by our 

30d Example to come and joyn with us.in theſe 

mble. holy Offices : We daily pray that. God's 

, by] Name may be hallowed, and by this means 

nber] we both hallow it our ſelves, and fo effe- 

* Etually, declare it to others, as to: engage 


I OO —— 
. 


— —— 


are) them'to hallow it allo. Whereas the flight- 
fren! ing... and negleting the opporttinitiecs of 
- ab-] God's Service, argues we have but little love 
ting) to him, or regard: of. him, and is a mani- 
zghe; felt Concempr off kim, an Affront 1o great | . 
+ 


Aer-| and incollerable, as may juſtly: provoke him 
Yay] tO'-take thoſe; Opportunities -. from us 
pro-!| which we value at 40, mean. a rats. We 
Of} call him Lord and Mafter, and profeſs our 
- in} ſelves his Servants, and yet, though all the | 
ume] Service we can «do him is to praiſe :him for ll. 
nly] his goodneſs, andta pray frequently for his 
; be! blefling, we refuſe. him this ſmall Tribute, | 
res, and Homage,or will not make publick pay- | 
not) ment of it. | 


d - 


ved) - 2+» Qur conſtant attendance onthe Chur- we 
Jid} ches Prayers promotes 'the Honour and In- | | 
; it] tereſt of our: holy Religion : -For nothing W 
the] doth.more viſibly commend aReligion,taan 4 


"= 


(20) 
the influence it hath-on the practices ofthus 
thoſe that profeſs it,if they worſhip God fro- our 
quently and fervently in great numbers, and emi 
with great devotion, itis apt to make all im-' anc 
partial men eſteem it, & ſtrangers muſtthink or 
well of thoſe Offices which are-ſo attrative.} W! 
Belides;there is no better means to engage the! fee! 
Providence of God to - continue the Oppor-, a n 
tunitiestous,than conſtantandearneſtPrayer; | wt 
and therefore if we be ſincere in our deſires} an 
for the peaccable enjoyment of this happy | th 
freedom, we muſt not negle& to pray for it. th 
We allpretend a mighty zeal forour Religi- | ex 
on, but if. we do not practice the moſt uletul | fe 
and comfortable part of it while we may, | th 
our ſeeming Zeal is meer Hypocriſie ; nor 
will any one believe that ſuch a man is af- | 
fraid of Famine, who is reſolved to ſtarve P 
when he hath meat beſides him. He that | b 
is ſincerely concerned for his Religion, is one | : 

{ 
ſ 
t 

| 


wa 


that loyes it, and all the Offices thereof ; he 
hath found comfort and benefit inthat way ' 
of Worſhip, and uponthat ground defireshe ' 
may not only long, but often enjoy thoſe | 
ble nmr The ſame alfe&ion | 
which. makes men deſire its continuance, 


__— 


muſt bring them often to God's Houſe; and | 
to the Afſemblies of thoſe who profeſs the | 
fame Religion;otherwiſe they give juft cauſe ' 
of ſuſpicion that thoir warmth for the peace- | 
able profeflion of it proceeds from Secular : 
conſiderations: But I am —— i | 

us 


eee I Gr OO DORN 
| | 
| 
| 


(21) 

ICes ofthus of the generality of the Members of 
fro- our Communion,who havegiven of latevery 

S, and eminent Teſtimonies that they underſtand 
allim-/ and lovetheir own Religion for itsown ſake, 
hink' or the ſpiritual advantages they find by ir. 
adtive.| Which generous conſtancy to their Creed, 
ge the) feems alſo to ſhew it ſelf in many places by 
ppor-, a more conftant attendance on the Prayers, 
Tayer;! which are now better frequented than ever, 
lefires| and I make no doubt the oftner men ule 
1aPppy | them with devotion, the better they will like 
for it. | them : So that coming frequently to theſe 
eligi- | excellene Offices, will not only declare , but 
ſeful | fecure their Conſtancy, and not only make 
nay, ' them love their Religion, bur prevail wich 
| Nor | God to preſerve it alſo. We cannot but ob- 
$ af- | ſerve with what diligence and zeal all other 
arve Parties do now go to their ſfoveral Afſem- 
that | blies, to make their Numbers appear as con- 
one | fiderable as they can : And we may fo far 


| time when full Churches are Þo great a cre- 
ofe | dit to ourReligion, and ſo undeniable a Te- 
0n | ſtimony of our ſincerity. And I'do the more 
<e, | carneſtly preſs this now, becaule if all that 
nd | are Members of the Church of England, as 
he | it is eſtabliſhed by Law ; - were -as careful to 
iſe ! come conſtantly toher Worſhip,asother Par- 

ties are to theirs, our Churches would as far 
ar | excced their Aſſemblies in number, as.our 
1k | Serviceexcels theirs intrue'valueand m_ 

F 3+ 


COS 


3 he | learn fromour Adverfaries (6) , as not to be h pdf 
way | flack in coming to our Worſhip at ſuch a dy ns 


Ee panes mn 


7 Coloſl.3.1. 


E 1 John 2.5 5. 
Matth. 6. 24. 


(22) 


3. Our conſtant attendance onthe Chuts 
ches Prayers tends very much to the prokt 
and benefit of our Souls.: For all our Ofhces 
ſerve to Edification , they make us wiſer 
and better, and-by coming to all the hours 
of Prayer, -we are kept continually. mindful 
of Heaven, being call'd off in every little pe- 
r10d of our time to converle-with our God, 
and ſtir'd up to ſeek theſe things that are 
above (4). And whereas we are apt to 
cleave too cloſe ta this World, the frequent 
return. of theſe Duties. will not allow 
us to ſink too. deep into its Cares and 
Pleaſures, nor to fix our Minds too intent- 
ly on it; and whereas no man' can atonce 
love or ſerve God and the World (4), this 
both declares gur-principal aife&ion is for 
God, and our ;chicteſt care-to ſerve him , 
and helps us to overcome that. vehement 


- love of this evil World.which is ſo danger- 
-- -- ous and deftructive to our Souls. More- 


over, this frequency in Prayer ſecures us a- 
g2inlt all other Temptations, .to which we 
ſhall not dare to yield, when we remember 


' we were ſo lajdly. in the preſence of a holy 


' John 9.31. 
Mal.66.1 $ 


God, and muſt, within a_very. little while 
return again t9 callypon him who will not 
hear Sinners, -nor-rgceive ther Prayers wha; 
regard Iniquity,even 'in their- hearts-(/ ) : 
And as we have. freſh Temptations every 
hour, fo this-gains us new ſtrength and fre 
Reſolutioasto: uſe it ;- It ſangihes every Pare, 
N Qo 


. 
= 
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(23) 

of our time, and brings down Bleſſings upon 
our ſelves and our Families , our Friends - 
and Relations, upon the King and the 
Church, upon Miniſters and Magittrates , 
and upon all forts of: Men: And fince we 
can neither begin, carry on, nor end* any ' 
thing wiſely or fſucceflively without the 
blefling of Heaven (as one of the very Hea- 
thens obſerves (2) ); How can we think ,, ny; majores 
thrice a day toooften to pray for that which infiruerunt,re- 
is ſo neceilary every moment? . Whoever rum agendarum 
objeats againſt the Daman of thrice a — d pre- 
day, forgets his own frailty and manifokd any prompt 
neceſhties, and doth not ſerionſly conſider ,;;;h1 pro-* 
how: often he needs Mercy and Grace: he widentis homi- 
thinks not of the frequency of his fins, nor ne ſine Deorum 
of the number of thoſe dangers ro which he 70a 
is always expoſed ; nor hath he weighed the _ _— 
infinite value of the Divine Favour, ito 'ob- ,.,,;wv. Plin. 
tain. which no pains are too great: "If the paneg. ad Tra- 
trouble and difhculty-do deter us, tet us con: jan.” | 
ſider the benefit and reward (z) + For none (n) Sreundum 
do improve more irholinets and virtue , in mole ſtiam mer- 
wiſdom and true. piety, than thoſe who are - Dictum R, 
moſt conftanc at theſe Prayers. The ſeem- Mo-Maimone 
ing-expence of itime and labour-is abundant- 
e recompenced| by he encreaſe' of all our 

races, ant the: matitett advancing in our 
way to'Heaven': So that if we love eur bet- 
ter partzand haye any concern- for- our im- 
mortal Souls, we: cannor any way better ex- 
preſsit than by this conſtancy and frequency 
uz our Prayers. 4-The 


(24) 

The Church may juſtly expe& this 
| frok all her Members, Nat {o p a ſhe 
provides Conveniences, 1o often they (who 
are not hindred by unavoidable buſineſs or 
infirmities) ſhould gratefully comply with 
thoſe Opportunities : Far there is no other 
way to ſhew our Communion with the 
Church bur by our being preſent at her 
Publick Offices; this is.as neceſſary, as for 
all thoſe of a Family to be preſent at every 
folemn Meal ; and the Apoſtle, even in 
. times of Perſecution, charges the Chriſtian 
Hebrews n9t to forſake the aſſembling of them- 


o Heb.q0.25.& ſelves together (0). - When we were admit- 


ted into the Church by Baptiſm, we then 
promiſed to ſerve God truly all the days of 
our Life, and we both break and Hever 
that Vow if we come ſeldom to the Ser- 
. vice of God; As for manifeſt Difſenters 


they-are without, and we will not judge 


p 1 Cor: 5-12» them {p); we pity them, and pray for the 


removal of their: Prejudices and evil Prin- 
ciples. Burt as for thoſe who are within the 
Church, -they really deferve' Cenſure for 
their abſence, becauſe (at” this time eTþeci- 
ally) it is a deſerting and difowning their 
dear 'Mother , a great diſcouragement to 
her Prieſts, and an ill Example to their 
Neighbours: It cauſes their: Friends to be 
dejected ,- and makes their. Adverſaries in- 
rd ay it gives colour to. that Contempt 
which ſome -of them pour upon chis ex- 
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(25) - 
cellent Church ; iS | there is better. 
| proviſion made for the profiting of theCon- 

gregation , than in any other Aſſemblies 
now among us. Our Prayers themſelves 
do invite all unprejudiced . Perſons to - at- 
rend them , being a well ſtudied and judi- 
cious Form, drawn up according to the di- 
re&ions of Scripture , and the moſt Primi- 
tive Patterns, in which the molt piercing 
Eyes of our contentious Adverſaries could | 
never find any material Faults, and the Ex- 
cellencies whereof even Foreigners have 
admired : There are none of thoſe Confuſi- 
ons inthe Method, Improprietiesin the Stile, 
nor ſuſpeted Poſitions in the Matter, to [| 
which all extempore Forms are lyable. They (| 
are alſo plain to the meaneſt Capacity, and 
according to St. Paul's direction (9), they , 1 Cora 4.15- 
are in our own Mother Tongue ; and in 
them, according to his Rule, All things are 
done to edification (r): The meaneſt of our , 7. ver.26, 
people (atter the Primitive Cuſtom) can here 
pray with the Spirit and with Underſtand- 
1ng,and make Reſponſes as the firſt Chriſtians 
uſed to do. In theſe Prayers we have Exhor- 

| tationsto repentance,and promilſesof pardon, 

| confeffionof ſins,and prayers for grace to a- 
mend our lives. There we may readchaſe di- 
vine Pſalms which contain Devotions proper 
for all conditions. There we may hearthe reſt | 
of Gods holy Word, and learn every time | 


. we 80, ſome new Leſſon for our Sonls | 
| health. There we may Praiſe God, and call | 
| upon ” 


—— 


( 26) 

; upon his Name , we may confeſs our Faith, 
and conſider the Obligations it lays upon 
us, we may declare our concern for our 
own valvation, and our Charity for all 
Mankind ; we may expreſs our Loyalty to 
our-K.ing , our love to our Paſtors , our pi- 
ty to the Sick and Miſerable , and our af- 
tection for all the People : And if we car 
at once Go ſo many Duties to God, and 
good Offices for our Neighbours, how ſhall 
we juſtifie our negle&? If we had nothing 
to do at our Churches but to hear an un- 
certain ſound of words without underſtand- 

5 1 Cor. 14. 7, ing or profit ( 5 ), or came only to behold 
8,9. a tew dumb Ceremonies; if our Prayers 
were no more but ſuch vain Repetitions as 

; Matth.6.3, the Heathens uſed ( ? ), our abſence might 
1 Kings 18.26, admit of fome Apology ; but when they are 
Saubertus de fo rarely ſuted to all our Nectfhties, and fo 
Sacrit.cap.13- apt to miniſter to our Temporal, Spiritual, 
and Eternal Good, the Church that hath 

made this Proviton may very juſtly com- 

plain of us: Her Miniſters are ready , her 

Othces prepared, and we are the Gueſts 
who are invited; and unleſs we have great 
occaſion (which cannot happea very otten) 
ous: ſtaying away is both criminal and un- 
king, 


Laſtly, Ic is poſſible for moſt of us to 
pertorm this Duty, which we really pre- 
tend-to be more-difficulc than it is: For there 


are 


ET CO I 
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(27) 


are not many who are ſo extremely buſie, 
but they do find, and can ſpare three half 
hours inevery day for idle Dilcourſe, im- 
pertinent Viſits, and needleſs Recreations : 
theſe devour far more of our precious time 
than going thrice a day to God's Houle ; 
and it we did: wiſely fore-caſt our Aﬀeairs , 
"we Might pare off as much time from un- 
neccllary things as would ſuffice to ſerve 
Got as often as good Men of old have 
done. There are many pious people 
who do not want Buſineſs, that actually do 
redeem ſo much time from the World ; and 
therefore our abſence proceeds not ſo much 
trom want of leifure as inclination (#), be- 


u Cam quid dit 


cauſe devout people break through all thoſe feile wadetw 


Difficulties, which others pretend for their 


diffciliora als; 
obeuntes, recew- 


Excuſe. So that I muft deſire men to con- Comes, Twink 
fider the Examples, Precepts, and Promiles7 ,.1.1.4.6. 


of holy Scripture upon which this frequen- 
cy is grounded; as alſo to meditate upon 
the preſent comfort, and the future reward 
of it, to remember that when they come to 
dye, and account for the expence of their 
time, they will not be able to give ſo good 
an account for any of it, as for that which 
was ſo piouſly employed. And if they can 
perſwade themſelves to refolve to come; as 


w*EAs Gidy 


often as they can poſlible, a little uſe will. Ze,coe 34us 
make it ealie (»), and after ſome time our I avny 5 


Buſineſs will comply with: theſe pious pur- 


ounnflea mu 


poles, and we ſhall ſeldom be hindred from Want 
per: 


(28) 
rforming them, or if at any tinte we be; 
it will be as uneaſie to us to miſs as it was at 
firſt to come. 1 know there are ſome who 
are kept confined at home by bodily fick- 


nels, and others whoſe Aﬀairs carry them | 
abroad, or whoſe Habitations are very re- | 
mote from the Houſe of God: Now all | 
theſe have a juſt and neceffary excuſe for | 


x Quicquid ne. their abſence (x), and it can' be only ex- 
cefſicas peccat pected from ſuch, that they do by a private 


non peſt 19S" Devotion ſupply their want of the Pablick | 


2s Viribus a6- 


aides -—_ Allemblies. And it may happen, that ſuch 
luntas habet pe- as Would come always, may be ſometimes 
nem, neceſſtzs prevented by a ſudden and unforeſeen oc« 
veniam, Optat. cafion, and in ſuch a caſe there is no fin,and 
dil -7.c101. need be no ſcruple. But that which makes 
our Prayers ill attended, is the abſence of 
thoſe who are kept away by ſhameful 
lazineſs, by being imployed in vr 
things, or purſuing their ſins; it isthoſe who 
are doing nothing , or that which is worſe 
than nothing, who are to blame: For if all 
would come thrice a day who might come 
without any prejudice to their health or 
buſineſs of neceſlity, then all would be pre- 
tent that God or the Church expects : And 
it none would ſtay away but thoſe who 
can give ſuch a reaſon for it , as will be al- 
lowed by God and their own Conſcience, 
we ſhould have full Congregations at all the 
hours of Prayer : Wherefore the perform- 
ance of this Duty is neither difficult nor im- . 
poſlible. 


| 


poſſible: We ſec the Couttiers of an earth- 
To watch his riſing up and lying 
own, his going out and coming in, and 


| endeavour to be always in his light, and 
| all this only to wait for a fit ſeaſon to pre- 


ſent their Petitions for ſome fading Honour 


| or troubleſom Employment ; and ſhall we 
; think it a hard Task to pive a far leſs at- 
| tendance on the King of Kings, of whom 
' we have more and greater Fayours to beg? 
| Let us conſider how many tedious liqurs, in 


dark Nights and ſtormy Days, the poor 


' Souldier ſtands upon the Guard for a {mall 
| Pay (gy )s Let us view the Ambitious and ,, 9,;;,, des 
| the Covetous, the Voluptuous and. Malici- i dim afibus 
| ous, and compute the tine they daily ſpend <9» & ani- 
in purſuing thoſe things which gratihe their 7 , </#matur. 


vitious Appetites : And it will-appear there 
is required leſs time and pains from us , to 


| do honour to God, to bring credit to our 
| Religion , and to ſecure our everlaſting Hap- 
| pineſs: Wherefore it is very reaſonable for 


all that are ſincerely concerned for thelc 
things, to reſolve as _ David here doth, 
Morning and Evening and at Noon will I pray, 
and that inſtantly. 


For Thirdly, we muſt not only pray of- 
ten, but earneſtly alſo , ſo this Royal Pfal- 
miſt did, the frequency did not abate of the 


! fervency of his Prayers: He prayed in- 
family : The Original implies he was ow 
| C ous 


Tacit.An.1. 


(30) 
lous and earneſt in his Petitions. Our later 
Engliſh Verſion hath, I will cry aloud: as 
men in great fear or neceflity are wont to 


' Prayers is expreſſed by his Offering up Pray- 
| ers and Supplications with ſtrong crying and 
: z Heb.5.7. tears (Z). Other Tranſlations here have 
| a Verho Tigur, And am importunate (a), to ſhew that it is 
- vpn not the bare reciting the words of our Pray- 
a135-1% ers will ſuffice, unleſs we mind the Senſe 
_ and be importunate in every one of the Re- 

| queſts we make; for as the Body without 
| the Spirit is dead, fo Prayer without Devyo- 
tion 15 lifeleſs and ineffe&ual. There are 


the hours of Prayer , requiring Seven or 


do. And ſoour Saviour's carneſtneſs in his | 


es aa 


9 / 


a ſort of Chriſtians who have encreaſed | 


Eight times for praying in each day ; but 


then their Prayers being in an unknown 
Tongue, they are forced to diſpenſe with 
thoſe who ſay them, and declare, That it 
net eſſential to Prayer for a man to think par- 
ticularly of what he ſays ; nor # it neceſſary he 
ſhould attually think of the things fignifted by the 
b Tolet. de in- words (b). But thefe Guides of theirs ex- 
ſtru8.Sacerdor. preſly contradict our Saviour, who faith , 
lib.z.cap.13- (Cc) They worſhip God im vain, who draw mar 
Jacob. de Grat- ,, jm with thetr mouths, when their hearts are 


Mo u't® far from him. And S. James affirms, That 
«c Matth. 15. 8, the Prayer even of a Righteous man will 
9. fot avail, unleſs it comes from his heart, 
d James 5. 16: and be very fervent (4). Prayer is a wiſh 
£7441 and defire of the Soul for ſomeching which 


we 


EE LOS. A. > 5% & a i. 


Prayer. . One of the Ancients us'd to fay , 


we could not be ſaved (ec). And S. Bernard , 51,,a,;. ab. 


(31) 
we want; and to create this defire, we muſt 
both know and actually chink of theſe 
wants, or elſe we cannot from our hearts 
wiſh for their ſupply; and God who ſees 
our hearts, knows we do not pray at all, it 
our Tongues repeat words which our Mind 
never attends or regards: And this is the 
difference berween Petitions made to God, 
and thoſe made to Men; if we look ſeriouſly, 
and ask humbly with a paflionate Voice, 
Men judge us to be ſincere; bur it is an at- 
front to the Divine Omaniſcience to hope by 
bended knees, grave looks, and a mournful 
tone to impoſe upon him, when our mouths | 
are ſaying one thing, and our hearts —_— {| 
after another. I confeſs ir is a very dith- | 
cult thing to keep our Minds cloſe to the 1 
things we pray for; but it is therefore ſo 1 
much the more neceſſary for us to watch bl 
our hearts in Prayer, becauſe doubles it is || 
a great ſin to ſeem to ask of God ſuch things '. 
as we do not once think upon; inſomuch [| 


that holy men have lamented nothing more || 


than the wandring of their thoughts in 


If God ſhould only impute to us the roving of 
our mind in praying, reading, and holy Offices, 


was 10 wholly intent upon that which he ay. Coreler. 


prayed for, that it is'reported -of him, He Monum. Eccleſ: 


did not know bow many Windows there were Gr: Tom.l. | | 
in that C bappel in which he bad done his De- 461; 1 
C 3 


wVorions 


_—_—_—— TS 


(32) 


f Vis. D. Ber. /ctions for many years (ft). So that theſe | 


nard. in oper, 


Pag.1 969. good Men were far from thinking this fer- 


know God requires not ſo much our Lips 

& Prov. 26.23. as our Hearts (g), and that he heard Han- 

»abs Prayer, though ſhe only prayed in her 

h 1 Sam. 1.13. Mind (þ). Our care muſt be to keep our 

” _—_ thoughts fixed upon the things we are pet'- 

poſſumus, apud *10Ning for : And that we may pray inſtant- 

Dewm loquun- 1y and importunately, let us as we are go- 

twr no verba Ing to the Houſe. of God , meditate , how 

ſed cogitationes. great and prefling our Neceffitics and Dan- 

- 1-525 yopoaggy gers are, how many and grievous Sins we 
C19, . j 

are guilty of; let us conſider how unwor- 

| thy we are to ask, and yet how milerablz 

. we ſhall be if we do not prevail; how glo- 

rious a God we are approaching unto, and 

yet how merciful a Father he is to all 

that call upon him faithfully; and having 

thus filled our Souls with humble reverence, 

carneſt deſires, and lively hopes, with a 

deep ſenſe of our wants, and a firm faith 

in God's All-ſufkciency, we ſhall find it ea- 

ſie to pray attentively, and with great De- 

votion. The only reaſon why men pray 

more earneſtly in their Sutferings and their 

Fears than at other times, being only that 

they are then more ſenſible of their wants, 

and more afteted with Divine Goognefs. 

Perhaps ſome may .think our praying ſa 

often will abate of our fervency, and that 

we can ſcarce do that very well which = 

0 


vency was not neceſſary. And fince we | 


ee i ON 


(33) 


do ſo very frequently. But this Obje&tion is 

made by ſuch as have not tried the Expert- 

ment : For ſuch who pray the moſt con- 

ſtantly, pray the moſt devoutly ; and the 

good trame which one hour of Prayer puts 

them into, is not gone off before ic be re- 

vived by another (4 ).' We cannot ima-; . = IR 
gine David or Daniz] were leſs earneſt in 4, beg aig. 
their Prayers becauſe they ſaid them thrice cites, quia / 
a day, or that the Apoſtles and Primitive 74 i» ef 
Chriſtians were not ſo fervent , becauſe 49 A nmagy 
they were ſo frequent in their Devotions : —— 2a 
Our Neceſlities return at ' every hour of Procop. Gothic, 
Prayer, and if our ſenſe of them did as of- 1.4. 

ten return, we ſhould always be diſpoſed 

for our Offices: Our Meat we cat yeſterday 

doth not fatisfic this days bunger, nor doth 

our ſleeping one night make us neglect to 

lye down to reſt when the next cometh : 

Our. eſcaping a danger in the Morning, is 

no Security we ſhall not meet another be- 

fore Evening : Qur Nature is always frail 

and craving , our Wants grow. upon us e- 

very moment, we conſtantly. depend on 
Providence, and continually need Mercy ; 

So that it is only our ſtapidity, and being 
inſenſible of our Condition, that makes us 

dull and unaffe&ed when we come to-pray : 
For if we ſhould call upon God as often as 
we need his help, we might (with the old 
Meſſalians ) literally praQice S, Paul's ad- 
C 3 VICCy 


Fl Dan. 442.3» 


2» Hebr.11.33- 


Ws» 


& 1Theſſ-5-17. yice, and Pray without ceaſing ( k). How- 


eyer, if we be excuſed by praying thrice a 
day, we cannot be excuſed from doing it 
every time in the beſt manner we can. It 
may be, thoſe who have had the prejudices 
of an unhappy Education, may fancy they 
cannot pray.inſtantly by a Form. But me- 
thinks it might convince them of their mi- 


. ſtake, to conſider that the Jewiſh Uſage 


was always to pray by Ser-forms; and ho- 
ly men then, prayed very devoutly by 
Forms, and Gad heard them. So did the 
Royal Prophet here, he made Forms for 
others, and uſed them himſelf, yet he pray- 
ed very fervently. Daniel had the Spirit of 
God (1), and made his. Prayers by ſo mi- 
raculous a Faith, as to ftop the mouths of 
the devouring Lyons, as his Companions al- 
ſo made a Prayer in Faith to quench .the 
violence of Fire; yet according to the 'cu- 
ſtom of their Nation, they commonly uſed 
Forms of Prayer ( »). Now it is ſtrange 
that we ſhould deſpiſe rhat method of Pray- 
ing which inſpired perſons of a ſtrong 
Faith always uſed ; and that Forms, which 
could work Miracles then , will not ſerve us 
to ordinary purpoſes now. Our blelied 
Lord required his Diſciples to worſhip God 


n John 4. 24+ IN Spirit and in Truth (»), and he taught 
. thema Form of Prayer, and yy es them 


o Luke 11..2, to ule the very words of it (6). 


e ground. 
of 


I Ce eee 


ts, 


an cl WIE eh ens et, 
DAB ao. 1. 
——— 


— 


: (35) 
of theſe mens Error is, that they have a 
wrong Notion of praying by the Spirit, - 


which they have falſly applyed to the in- 
venting of words Extempore, in Prayer. But 
to prey by the Spirit in the New Teſtament, 
either ſignifies tro pray by the miraculous 
gift of the Spirit in an unknown Tongue 


(p),which none of our Enthuſiaſts dare nvw ? 1 Cor. 1 4- 
pretend to: Or elſe it ſignifies to pray fer- = 14.15.16, 
wvently (q), even as to Love in the Spirit , is 9 Ephel.6.18. 
t6 love wery fervently and ſincerely (r). And » Coloſſ.1.8. 


this is a gift of the Spirit which never ceaf- 
eth; for whenever holy men pray , rhe Spi- 
rit of God fixes their thoughts, and moves 
their attetions, making them intent upon, 
and carneſt in their Petitions. But we are 
better diſpoſed for this kind of afſiftance 
from the Spirit in a known Form, than in a- 
ny Extempore Prayer: For in the uſe of a 
Form which we tully underſtand and ap- 
prove , and which Cuſtom hath made ta- 


+. Miliar to us, we can more freely meditate 


of the weight and importance of every Pe- 
tition as we go along, and have more liber- 
ty to ſtir up in our Souls vigorous defires , 
n in ſudden and unpremeditated Pray- 
ers, where the Speakers fancy is ſo buſic in 
inventing new Exprefiions, and the hearers 
Minds fo taken up with the novelty of the 
Phraſe and Style, that they have little crime 
to attend to the Senſe and matter. The 
C 4 yariety 
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(36) 


variety of the Expreſſion may make ſome 
warm impreſſions on mens Imaginations 
for the preſent, but the Defires produced 
by thoſe kind of Ruptures, are not fo rati- 
onal, fteddy, nor laſting as thoſe produced 
by a well ſtudied Form. 'The beſt men for 
fifteen hundred years together generally u- 
ſed Forms in all Publick Worſhip; and thoſe 
who diligently mind the Senſe of them fo, 
as. that their wiſhes and atfetions keep pace 
- with their words, do undoubtedly pray by 
\ the Spirit now. To conclude, we have all 
things made ready to our hands in order to 
our praying inſtantly ; an acurate Form, 
proper and pious Matter, devout and mo- 
 ving Exprefſions, comprehenſive and ſuita- 
ble Petitions ; there is nothing for usto do, 
but to bring an heart full of Humility , 
Faith and Love, to God and to our Neigh- 
bours, and” to watch oyer our Thoughts 
and Atfeaions that they neither wander 
nor flag , and then we ſhall find the Spiric 
of God afliſting us to purſue every one of 
theſe Petitions with ſo vigorous an importu. 
nity as will make them reach to the Ears of 
our Heavenly Father. We cannot deny bur 
we ſometimes uſe them with great Devoti- 
on, and if we donot fo always, the Fault is 
not inthe Prayers,which arealwaysthe ſame, 
but in the indiſpoſition of our own hearts, 
which ſometimes are not well prepared. 


| Fourth- 


Fourthly and Laſtly, To encourage us'to 
take ſome painsto put our Minds in frame for 
this Duty, as often as we have opportunity, 
Let us conſider the ſucceſs of frequent and 
| fervent Prayer, which we may learn from 

the laſt Clauſe of this Text, And he ſhall hear 
| my woice : that is, How often ſoever 1 pray in- 
#tantly , God will hearken to my requeſts, and 


his Nature, that he cannot hear the miſe- 


| grant them : For our Lord is ſo gracious in 
; 
| 


rable and neceſftitous cry unto him, 
| without pitying and relieving them. And 
| now what greater happineſs can we have 
| in this World, than that whatever we wiſh 
! for, if it be good for us, ſhall be granted to 
us: If we want any thing for our Souls or 
Bodies, for our Selves or our Friends, it we 
; thus ſeek we ſhall find, if we thus ask we 


” 3 


pleaſe to this ever-flowing Fountain , and 
need never return empty ; the oftner we 
come the more welcome we ſhall be : For 
thoſe emanations of the Divine Goodneſs 
! which refreſh his Suppliants , do not (like 
our Charities ) leſfen the original Store. 
His inexhauſtible Bounty is like the light of 
the Sun, which is not diminiſhed by the uſe 
we make of it, and the comfort we take in it. 
So that it is unpardonable ſtupidity forusto 
languiſh under wants and preſſures , rather 
| chan we will in fo calic a way ſeek relief. Ic 
15 


— he 


"+3. > 


Aba. 


—_— 


| ſhall have (5), We may go as often as we , yah. 7.9: 


” 


he is the God that heareth Prayer; and thence 

it is inferred, therefore to. bim ſhall all Fleſh | 
 (whichisever indigent and neceflitous) come 

# Plal.65-2. (#). If wewereto pray to feigned Powers, 
on whom we might call from Morning to ; 
Noon(from one hour of Prayer to another) 

w 1 Kings 18. withaut any anſwer or return («). Or if | 
verſ.26. & 28. wwe were to make Supplications to the Spi- 
rits of the deceafed, who do not know any 

thing of our Condition here on Earth , no 

not though =, be as dear to God as A- | 


brabam and Fofiab were,as both the Scripture | ; 


w Eccleſ.9-5.' and ancient Doctors aflure us (w), we might | 
Ia,63.16- . Well reckon our praying fo often a needlek | 
Res ſpi- labour, and a vain expence of time :' But we | 


ritus defunfto- are to go to that Omniſcient and Omnipo- | 


rum,ubi non vi= tent God, whole Knowledge isas infinite as | 
- dentque A389 his Power; and therefore if many thouſands | 


Pur ax ever- pray at the fame time in as many thouſand 


in ifk4 wit4— PI2c%s, and everyone of them ask a ſeveral | 
nec quietos in. Favour , he can hear and help them all, 
quieta vits (which no Creature can do) to him there- : 
mortalium ſol- foxes we may always go with comfort and 
_ o —_— ſatisfaction. There were Saints and Angels | 
ey, in Heaven before the Canon of Scripture | 
was finiſhed, and yet we do not find there 
that any Prayers were madeto any of them, 
no nor for divers Centuries after ; and when 


Superſtition had brought in the uſe of ad- 


dreffing to them, their moſt refined Do&ors | G | 


could 


(38) | 
is a part of the Character of our God , that : 


cou 
hea 


_— | 


! Mediation alone, all our Prayers are drawn 


(39) 

could never agree how finite Beings could 
;hear a multitude of Petitioners in diſtant 
places atone rime ; and the very doubting 
whether we are heard or no, is enough to 


;damp our Aﬀections, and ſpoil our Devoti- 


on: Whereas all the Petitions of our ex- 

cellent Liturgy being made only to God,the 

aſſurance he can, and the promiſe he will 

hear us, gives us a lively hope and vigour; 

which not only encourageth us to pray (x), xTole ſpem per- 

but allo engageth an intinite Bounty to give Vi & 

liberally co us : For we may perceive even j way, [nit 

in Human Nature, that nothing is more ob- ,," g yer. 

liging than when men have ſo honourable ap. $er. 16. 

an Opinion of us, that they do intirely re- | 
S—_ « _ Y Salwabit es 

ly upon us (y), much more will it oblige au's ſherave- 

x infinite Goodneſs of Almighty God, If rune in e0;Dul- 

he perceives we rely on him who hath prox c cauſs atte- 

miſed us to ſave thoſe that hope in him 7 <ficex ni- 

meerly becauſe they truſt on him. He hath |}; * ng 

bid us come with an humble baldneſs, anda ,, ; roam 


full aſſurance of Faith to the Throne of ſpem ſum ponis 


{ Grace (z), upon condition we come in the ## eo gui rorum 


Chriſt, in whoſe Name and 9” ſab 


vum f acit, 
Bern in Pf. 91. 


Name of Je 


{ up: And therefore ſince we have ſuch need ; yebr.4.16.& 
to pray, ſuch a Form to pray by , and ſuch Chap. 10.22. 
aflurance to be heard, let us be careful for 
nothing, but jn every thing by Prayer and Sup- 
plication let all our requeſts be made known to 
God (a). We need not fret or grieve, be # Philip.4.16, 

| terrified 


—Y_ Wo - 


(40) 
terrified or repine , if we be thus frequent 
and thus devout, our Defire ſhall be granted 
for our Lord Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, to whom 
with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all 
Honour and Glory now and for ever, Amen. 
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